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On the Occasion of This is Sirai Seiichi Part 2: Back to 1981

It is with great pleasure that we present Back to 1981 (Jan. 4 to Jan. 30, 2022), the
second part of an exhibition titled This is Sirai Seiichi. This exhibition marks the first
time in the history of the Shoto Museum of Art that we are focusing on the museum’s
architecture.

The construction of the museum in Shibuya Ward was rooted in the 1977 passage of
the Museum Construction and Conception Plan, one of two plans to build the first
art museum in any of Tokyo’s 23 wards. The following year the Shirai Seiichi Institute
was commissioned to oversee the basic design of the building, and the Takenaka
Corporation was placed in charge of the construction. Despite the short construction
period of 15 months, it is clear from documents related to the project that a series of
modifications were undertaken based on Shirai’s pursuit of a higher level of beauty for
the building, and the ward, or more precisely, what was then known as the building and
repairs department’s concern with flow lines and functionality. The effort and passion of
those involved with the construction is also evident from Shirai’s comment that he put
everything he had into the project. The building was subsequently opened in October 1,
1981 as the second public museum in the wards after the Itabashi Art Museum.

Today, you will have an opportunity to actually observe Shirai’s design concept, realized
on an approximately 1,000 square-meter lot, which includes an ingenious arrangement
of galleries. The artcritic Hijikata Teiichi, who served as a technical advisor on the
Museum Construction Panel, summed up Shirai’s general approach as “a design to
use a space freely without worrying about minor functions.” Shirai himself said that
museums were “living creatures,” and believed that whether or not a building came to
life depended on the creativity of those who used it, including the management and the
visitors.

With this building as a setting, the museum has held 259 exhibitions, including both
special and small-scale events. In addition, the museum’s collection, which began with
nothing, now totals some 1,700 items, with a number of gifts among them. A selection
of these works is scheduled to be presented in a salon exhibition titled Shoto Chronicle:
1981—2021 (Feb. 12 to Mar. 13, 2022). The fact that we have been able to return to
the space as it was at the time it was constructed in 1981 in order to commemorate
the museum’s 40th anniversary provides us with a golden opportunity to consider what
has been created due to the existence of this space, and moreover, what will be created
here in the future.

The Shoto Museum of Art
January 2022

(3% Greeting for This is Sirai Seiichi Part2 is reprinted)
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